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Tel day, Oftober 28. 1712. 





Mr. Specraror, 


¢ Have been for many Years loud in this Af 
‘i ¢ fertion, That there are very few that can 
¢ fee or hear, I otean thatcan report what 
~ they have feen’ or heard 3 and this thro’ 
‘Ingapacity or Prejudice, one of which difables al- 
‘moft every Man who talks to you from reprefent- 
‘ing’ things as he ought.- For which Reafon I 
iamcome toa Refolution of believing nothing 1 
thear ; and I contemn the Men‘given to Narration 
‘under the Appellation of a Matter of Fac Man: 
‘And according tome, a Matter of Fa& Man is 
‘one whofe Life and Converfation is {pent in the 
“Report of what is not Matter of Faé. 


¢ [remember when Prince Eugene was here, there 
‘was no knowing his Height or Figare, till you, 
‘Mr. Specraror, gave the Publick Satisfa&tion in 
‘that Matter. In Relations, the Force of the Ex- 
‘preffion lies very often more in the Look, the 
‘Tone of Voices or the Gefture, than the Words 
\themfelves ; which being repeated in any other 
‘manner by the Undifcerning, bear a very diffe. 
“rent Interpretation fyom their original Meaning. 
‘I mutt: confefs, 1 formerly have. turn’d-this Hu- 
‘mdur of mine to very good Accouwiit ; for when- 
‘everl heard any Narrations utter'd with extraor- 
unded upon confide- 
‘rable Authority, I was always ready to lay any 
‘Wager that it was notfo. Indeed I never pre- 
1 tended to be fo rafh, as to fix the Matter any par- 
‘ticular Way in Oppofition to theirs ; but as there 
‘aré an hundred Ways of any thing happening, 
‘hefides that it has happen’d, I only controverted 
‘éte falling out in that one Manner as they fettled 
‘it and left it to the vey | nine other Ways, 
‘and confequently had more Probability of Suc- 
(Price Two-pence.) 
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* cefs. I had arrived at a particular Skill in warm- 
* ing a Man fo far in his Narration, as to make 
* him throw in a little of the Marvelous, and then, 
‘ if he has much Fire, the next Degree is the Im- 
‘ poffible. Now this is always the ‘Time for fixin 
‘the Wager. But this requires the niceit Mua- 
‘ nagement, otherwife very probably the Difpute 
‘ may arife to the old Determination by Battle. In 
‘ thefe Conceits { have been very fortunate, and 
have won fome Wagers of thofe who have pro- 
‘ feffedly valued themfelves upon Intelligence, and 
* have put themfelves to reat Charge and Expence 
‘to be mifinform’d confiderably foomer than the 
* reft, of the World. 


‘ Having got a comfortable Sum by this my Oppo- 
* fuion to —— Report, 1 have brought my felf 
* now, to fo _ a PerfeGtion in Inattention, 
* more-efpecially to Party Relations, that at the 
¢ fame time I feem with greedy Ears.to devout up 
* the Difcourfe, I certainly don’t know one Word 
* of it, but purfue my own Courle of Thought, 
* whether upon Bufinels or Amufemenit, with much 
© Tranquility : I fay Inatrention, becaufe a late ACE 
¢ of Parliament has Licge'd all Party-Lyars from the 
* Penalty of a Wager, and confequently made ir. 
* unprofitable to attend to them. However, good. 
‘ Breeding obliges a Man to maintain the Figure. 
‘ of the keen 


* ing over a Table, with the Edge of it preffirg, 
* hard upon your Stomach; for the more Pain the, 
* Narration is received with, the more gracious is 

* your bending over: Befides that, the Narrator, 
‘ thinks yon forget your Pain by the Pleafure of. 
‘ hearing him. 
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Attestion, the trae Pofture, of . 
* which in a Coffee-honfe I take to confift in lean... 
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¢ Fort Knock has occafioned feveral very per- 
¢ plex’d and inelegant Heats and Animofities ; and 
« there was onet’other Day in a Coffee-houfe where 
“I was, that took upon him to clear. that Butinefs 
© to me, for he faid he wasthere. I knew him 
to be that fort of Man that had not Strength 
of Capacity to be intorm’d of any thing that 
depended merely —_ his being an Eye-Witnefs, 
and therefore was fully fatisfy’d he'could give me 
no Information, for the very fame Reafon he be- 
liev’d he could, for he was there. However, I 
heard him with the fame Greedinels as Shake/pear 
defcribes in the following Lines: 
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I faw a Smith frand on his Hammer, thus, 
With open Mouth (wallowing a Taylor's News. 


* I confefs of late I have not been fo much a- 
‘maz’d at the Declaimers in Coftee-houfes as | 
formerly was, being fatisfied that they expect 
to be rewarded for their Vociferations. Of thefe 
Liars there are two Sorts. The Genius of the 
firit confifts in much Impudence and a ftrong 
Memory 5 the others have added to thefe Quali- 
fications a good Underftanding and fmooth Lan- 
guage. “Uhefe therefore have only certain Heads, 
which they are as eloquent upon as thcy can, 
and may be call’d Embellifhers ; the others re- 
peat only what they hear from others as literally 
as their Parts or Zeal will permit, and are called 
Reciters. Here was a Fellow in Town fome 
Years ago, who ufed to divert himfelf by tel- 
ling a Lie at Charing-Crof in the Morning at eight 
of Clock, and then following it through all 
Parts of the Town till eight at Night; at 
which Time he came to a Club of his Friends, 
and diverted them with an Account. what Cen- 
fure it had at Will’s in Covent-Garden, how dange- 
rous it was believed to be at Child’s, and what 
Inference they drew from it with Relation to 
Stocks at Jonathan's. I have had the Honour to 
travel with this Gentleman I fpeak of in Search 
of one of his Falfhoods ; and have been pre- 
fent when they have defcribed the very Man they 
have. {poken to, as him who firft reported it, 
tall or fhort, black or fair, a Gentleman or a 
Raggamuffin, according as they liked the Intel- 
ligence. I have heard one of our ingenious 
Writers of News fay, that when he has had a Cu- 
ftomer come with an Advertifement of an: Ap- 

rentice ora Wife run away, he has defired the 
Lavertiler to compofe himfelf a little, before he 


diftated the Defcription of the Offender: For 
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him as he would the Day before he offended, . or 
elfe he was fure he would never find him out. 
Thefe and many other Hints I could fuggeft to 
you for the Elucidation of all Fictions ; but I 
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when a Perfon is put into a.publick Paper by a: 
Man who is angry with him, the real Defcription: 
of fuch Perfon is hid in the Deformity with: 
which the angry Man defcribed him ; therefore: 
this Fellow always made his Cuftomers defcribe: 


‘ Jeaye it to your own Sagacity to improve op 
* negleét this Speculation. 
Iam, SIR, . 
Your moft obedient 
Humble servant, 


Poftfcript to tke SpeStator Number 502. 
N.B. There are in the Play of the Selt-Tor. 
mentor of Terence’s, which # allowed a moft excel. 
lent Comey, feveral incidents which would draw Tears 
from any Man of Senfe, and not one which would moy 
his Laughter, ' 


At the Defire of feveral Ladies of Quality, 
by Her Majetty’s Company of Comedians, 

T the Theatre-Royal in Drury-Lane, 

th's prefent Tuc fisy, Sing the 28h of O&ober, will Le pre. 
fented a Ploy, call’'d Aureng-Z.2.e, or, Tac Great Mogu'. The Pat 
of the Emperor by Mr Keene, Aureag Z22e by Mr. Powell, Morat 
by Mir. Booth, Arimant by Mr. Boman, Nourmthal by Mr. K right, 
Indsmora by Mrs. Rogers, Melefinda by \ire. Cox. By Her’ Majebty's 
Command no Perfons a ¢ to beadm’ ted behind the Scenes, 

This Day is Publifhed, 


A Poem fo his Excelleney the Lord Privy-Seal, 
01 che Profge@ of PEACE. By Mr. Tickell. Printed for J. Tonfon 
at Shakefpear’s- Head, ov.r aoainft Catherine feo inthe Strand. 


For SALE by the CANDLE. 
On Thurfday the 6th of November, at Garra. 


way’s Coffce | oufe in Exchange-Ally in Cornhil', avg inthe Atte. 
nocn sbour 90 Casks of fine Batavia Arrack,, genuine, and_of the 
truce Bl:vour (only rt Cask ina Lot, gage. 40 Gallons and atore) 
beirg the rewaining Part of gic Arreck Imported: by the Oley Fris 
gate, Cape Opie from che Raft India. Now in Warehoutss (whed 
they haye continued neat ever fince lended) at Bactolph Wharf be. 
tween Lendon bridge anJ Billingfgate. To be fen end rafiedca 
Tuefday-end Wednefday, the ath and’ sth of November ‘nexf and 
all Thu ay (as above) till the Time of Sa'e. Catalogues fhall be 
timely difpe:fed, ane to be had at she : Jace of Sale, and where the 
faid Arrack is. Tobe fold by Tho, Tomkins; BroKer, in Scething. 
lan? in Tower ftrcet : 


PLAYING-CARDS. 
Being a Collcétion of Whifk, Baffet, Ombre; 


an! Ordinury Cards, of the bel! Makers, Part ot che Stock charge. 
able tur withthe Half penny Duty. Sold by John CLE in Queen. 
ft-eet Cheapfide, whe ¢ afl Gertlemen, Traders, &c. may be fap. 
plied with anv Quap ity ev the very Loweft Prices, 


uft Publifhed in Two Pocket-Volumes, 
The Works of Mr. Thomas Otway, containing 


Alcibiades, Don Cailos Prince of Spain, Titus and Berenice, Friend. 
fuip in Futh on, Th: Soldier's Fortune, The Atheitt, The om 
or, The Uohappy Marriave, Caius Matiuy, Verice yrefrv'd, or, 
A Plot difcover'd ; with his: Poems on (everal Occafions, and fome 
Love-Letters. To which is adde.i, An Account of the Lire and 
Writings of the Author. Printcd for J. Tonfon in the Strand, ard 
fold by W. Taylor at the Shi» in Pater-nofter-Row , at which Places 
may had the Tatlers, in Four Volumzs, 8vo. printed on Royal and 
Medivm Paver. 

The famous Cholick-Water, publifhed thefe 19 
Years, and highly efteemed throughout Great-Brirdin for its giving 
{peedy Relict in Cafes of Wind in the Stcmach, Wind Cholick, Vee 
sours of both hinds, Stitches aad Pains in the Sides, Gripes, Vomit. 
ing and Loofnefs, and all other Sicknefs, Weaknefs and Indifpofit- 
ons of the Stomach and Bowels, as after a full. Meal, Bruis, or any 
Surfeit, &c. immediately difpelling or digefting any thing that of 
fénds, experienced by the Author 25 Yeara, and ufid by him inhis 
own Pra@ice with fuch Succefs that ic hardly ever fai's fully anfwers 
ing expeGation, is ftili {ld at thefe 7 Plgces oniy, viz QOld-Man’s 
Coffee-houfe at Charing-Crofs , Richard’s ac Temple-Bar 5 Alice’s at 
the Parliament-Houfe, Mr. Clark, Stationer, in Burchin- Lane, Mr. 
Betrfworth, Book(elier, on London: Bride; Mr. Smith at’ the Pol 
Office in Ruffeli-ftreet, Covent-Garden ; Mr. Lacey, Stationer, in the 
Burrough of Southwark: Atas. 6d. a Rortle. ‘Tis not Purging but 
a very rich Cordial, and pleafant to take a Dram of at any Time. 
No Family ought to be without it, for in fudden Ilnefs inive 
qual to any Cordial whatever, comtorting the Stonrach and cheer 
ing the Spirits. 





LONDON: ‘Printed for S. Buckley and 7. Tonfon, and Sold by 
eee 


A, Baldwin in Warwick-Lane, 


